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The Low Level of Dictation and Ways of Treatment

Salah Abdel Samie Mohammed Ahmed

Professor of Curricula and Methods of Teaching Arabic, Deanship of Community Service
and Continuing Education, Jazan University

ABSTRACT

The current research aimed at determining the reasons of the low level of dictation among
public education students and developing suggestions for treatment. In order to achieve this
aim, the current position was surveyed and literature and previous studies related to dictation
teaching were reviewed. Then, recommendations and suggestions which contribute to the
treatment of students' low level in dictation were developed.

The study reached some results, the most important of which are: the causes of students'
low level in dictation can be attributed to school discipline in which the teacher has a heavy
burden, classes have high intensity, specialized teachers number is few when compared with
students numbers, teacher linguistic preparation is poor, teachers of other subjects are not
interested in correcting students' spelling mistakes, hesitation and fear is common among
students, there is no discrimination between the letters converged in their phonemes, there is
not enough application of dictation rules during teaching, and methods of teaching dictation
is not suitable.
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The study developed a set of suggestions to treat students' spelling mistakes, the most
important of which are: the good selection of Arabic teacher for the dictation passage in order
to achieve the aims of dictation teaching. Passages should be chosen from the textbooks
related to literature such as poetry and prose texts. They should be suitable to students level
in terms of meaning and utterance, and should be appropriate in size and to student's stage.
The teacher should depend in teaching dictation upon the ear, the tongue, and the hand; and
should link the dictation lesson with the written assignments. He also should pay attention to
spelling in reading, writing and homework, and should train students to remember and apply
which in turn will be beneficial to them.
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